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Beyond Bengaluru today contributes
nearly 3% of Karnataka's digital
economy. By 2030, we are targeting
10%. We have the right policies,
the right ecosystem and KDEM
as the execution engine to
deliver this transformation.

As we move forward on Artificial
Intelligence, Quantum Technology,
and statewide growth, KDEM is one
of the institutions the Department
trusts to ensure policy intent reaches
the ground in every cluster we are
building.

SHRI PRIYANK M KHARGE

DR. MANJULA N, IAS

Minister of E, IT & Bt and Rural
Development & Panchayat Raj,
Government of Karnataka

Secretary, Department of
Electronics, IT, BT and S&T,
Government of Karnataka

KDEM
KDEM Monthly Newsletter | April 2026

PAGE NO. 1



PAGE NO. 2

With the Beyond Bengaluru initiative,
emerging tech clusters are evolving
into high-impact innovation hubs,
powered by local talent and regional
leadership. These clusters are
becoming integral contributors to
Karnataka’s economic momentum.

Karnataka is a leader in IT/ITeS and
GCCs, holding 50 per cent of India’s
mid-market GCC share. To tap into
the vast global opportunity, we are
targeting Fortune 2000 companies
with India’s first GCC policy, which
includes a unique “nano GCC” model.

MR B V NAIDU

MR SANJEEV KUMAR GUPTA

Chairman
KDEM

CEO
KDEM
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Date: 1st April 2026

Engaged with
Grassroots Innovators
at TEJAS Raichur
Workshop

KDEM participated in the TEJAS -
Transforming Entrepreneurial Journeys
Across States & Districts Workshop at
the University of Agricultural Sciences,
Raichur. Launched by DPIIT under
Startup India in collaboration with the
Government of Karnataka, the
workshop engaged grassroots
innovators & aspiring entrepreneurs,
supporting the development of
scalable and impactful ventures.

Date: 1st April 2026
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Driving GCC Innovation:
Insights from ET Edge
Summit 2026

KDEM participated in the 11th ET Edge
GCC Summit 2026, co-powered by
Intellion Offices by Tata Realty. The
summit highlighted how Karnataka’s
GCC initiatives continue to
strengthen state leadership through
talent development, investment
attraction, and cluster-building
programs that support innovation and
global enterprise growth.
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KDEM

Date: 2nd April 2026

MXR Business Connect:
Scaling Innovation
Across Karnataka

KDEM participated in MXR Business
Connect, which brought together
government representatives, investors,
global trade organizations, and
startup leaders. The engagement
focused on the Beyond Bengaluru
initiative and the need to build a
distributed, high-impact innovation
ecosystem across Karnataka’s
emerging technology clusters.

Date: 3rd April 2026

KDEM participated in the NITTE-MRPL
Coastal Startup Fest 2026, a partner
event that brought together startups,
investors, and industry leaders. The
two-day festival showcased the
region’s entrepreneurial spirit while
enabling meaningful connections,
collaboration, and opportunities to
strengthen Karnataka’s startup
ecosystem.

NITTE-MRPL Coastal
Startup Fest 2026:
Fostering Innovation in
Coastal Karnataka
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Date: 6th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in Founders Nexus 2026
Episode 5: Women in Leadership,
organized by Dikshana Global
Development Foundation. The event
brought together startup founders,
emerging entrepreneurs, corporate
leaders, and ecosystem enablers for
reflective conversations, practical
insights on personal branding, and
meaningful networking.

Founders Nexus 2026
Episode 5: Women in
Leadership

Date: 3rd April 2026

KDEM organized the GCC Leaders
Roundtable - Chennai 2026 along
with partners Zyoin Group and
Workplace Awards. The roundtable
brought together 25+ leaders across
aerospace, logistics, fintech, SaaS,
and global development to discuss
domain expertise, enterprise-wide AI
adoption, industry-academia
collaboration, and evolving talent
strategies.

GCC Leaders
Roundtable 2026:
Driving Talent, Trust,
and Transformation
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Date: 6th April 2026

KDEM organized the SBI GCC
Leadership Forum 2026 in Bengaluru
in coordination with State Bank of
India and Zyoin Group. The forum
brought together ecosystem leaders
and enablers to discuss leadership
evolution, innovation-led GCC
growth, AI adoption, and the role of
decentralized “Nano GCCs” in driving
Karnataka’s and India’s global
capability centre ecosystem.

SBI Launches First GCC
in India: Insights from
the Leadership Forum
2026

Date: 8th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in Wave Makers Wednesday,
organized by AWAKE India and
Startup Tumakuru. The event brought
together women entrepreneurs,
innovators, and researchers to
collaborate, co-create, and develop
services and products that contribute
to Karnataka’s and India’s economic
growth.

Wave Makers
Wednesday: Fostering
Research, Innovation,
and Entrepreneurship
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Date: 11th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in Startup Saturday,
organized by Startup Tumakuru. The
event focused on research,
innovation, and entrepreneurship,
bringing together researchers,
innovators, and entrepreneurs to
ideate, collaborate, and grow a
sustainable STEAM ecosystem in
Tumakuru.

Startup Saturday
Tumakuru:
Building a Strong
STEAM Ecosystem

Date: 13th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in the first Silicon Beach
Startup Meet-Up at Vertex
Workspace, Mangaluru. The event
brought together 60 local startup
founders and ecosystem enablers,
featured 8 product launches across IT,
education, nature, and healthcare,
and highlighted Karnataka’s IT and
startup policies.

Silicon Beach Startup
Meet-Up 2026: Fostering
Coastal Karnataka
Innovation
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Date: 13th April 2026

KDEM engaged with Consilio India’s
leadership to discuss talent
development, academia-industry
integration, Legal AI ecosystem
building, and GCC expansion
opportunities. The dialogue focused
on positioning Karnataka as a leading
destination for global Legal Tech
capability centres.

Strategic Dialogue with
Consilio India: Building
Karnataka’s Legal Tech
Ecosystem

Date: 15th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in the Sona Star GCC Forum,
organized by Sona Star in
collaboration with the Indo American
Chamber of Commerce. The event
highlighted Bangalore’s leadership in
tech-driven GCCs, with a focus on
talent development, infrastructure,
innovation, and policy support.

Sona Star GCC Forum:
Driving Talent and
Innovation in Bangalore
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Date: 15th April 2026

KDEM partnered for the “Pitch Your
Idea” program under the Kalyana
Karnataka initiative by the IT BT
Department, Government of
Karnataka. The program brought
together 120+ founders, with 25+
startups pitching their ideas, along
with strong participation from FPOs
and ecosystem enablers.

Pitch Your Idea
Program: Driving
Innovation in Kalyana
Karnataka

Date: 16th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in the Startup Tumakuru
webinar. The session explored funding
and growth avenues, including
government grants, angel investment,
CSR funding, and the development of
a strong STEAM ecosystem to help
founders, innovators, and
entrepreneurs scale effectively.

Webinar on Growth
Opportunities for
Research, Innovation &
Entrepreneurship
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Date: 16th April 2026

KDEM participated in the
announcement of GIA 2.0 under the
leadership of Hon’ble Minister Shri
Priyank M Kharge. The initiative aims
to strengthen international
partnerships and position Karnataka
as a global tech hub, with a focus on
DeepTech, AI, emerging technologies,
Bridge to Bengaluru 2026, and
Bengaluru Tech Summit 2026.

Karnataka Unveils GIA
2.0: Advancing Global
Innovation Partnerships

Date: 16th April 2026

KDEM hosted Smt. Chandrika Kowshik,
Director General - DRDO, and Shri
Pavan Ranga, CEO - Rangsons
Aerospace, at the Mysuru cluster. The
interaction showcased 5 defence-
focused startups, shared strategic
insights from DRDO leadership, and
explored pathways to align regional
innovations with national defence
priorities.

Strengthening Defence
Innovation in Mysuru
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Date: 17th April 2026

KDEM hosted Smt. Chandrika Kowshik,
Director General - DRDO, and Shri
Pavan Ranga, CEO - Rangsons
Aerospace, at the Mysuru cluster. The
interaction showcased 5 defence-
focused startups, shared strategic
insights from DRDO leadership, and
explored pathways to align regional
innovations with national defence
priorities.

Build Smart, Fund
Smarter: Webinar on
Hardware Startups

Date: 17th April 2026

KDEM participated in an industry
dialogue hosted in Delhi to set the
stage for Bengaluru Tech Summit
2026. The session brought together
policymakers, industry leaders, and
ecosystem enablers to discuss
collaboration, innovation, and
sectoral priorities aligned with
Karnataka’s technology and startup
vision.

Industry Dialogue in
Delhi: Shaping
Bengaluru Tech Summit
2026
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Date: 17th April 2026

KDEM participated as the strategic
partner for TiECON Mysuru 2026, a
premier platform connecting startups,
investors, and ecosystem leaders. The
event facilitated knowledge sharing,
mentorship, and networking
opportunities, supporting Karnataka’s
vision of building a scalable and
innovation-driven entrepreneurial
ecosystem.

TiECON Mysuru 2026:
Fostering Startup
Growth and Innovation

Date: 23rd April 2026

KDEM engaged with founders at
Vertex Workspace, Mangaluru,
sharing insights on Karnataka’s startup
policies, flagship initiatives such as
Elevate and Elevate NXT, and
pathways to access state support.
The session brought together 60+
participants and featured 8 product
launches across IT, education, nature,
and healthcare.

Strengthening Startup
Momentum in
Mangaluru
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Date: 23rd April 2026

KDEM participated in the Fortune
India Startup Summit 2026 at Four
Seasons, Bengaluru. The summit
brought together leaders, startups,
and ecosystem enablers to discuss
sustainable business building, real-
world challenges, and impactful
entrepreneurship across sectors.

Fortune India Startup
Summit 2026: Driving
Policy, Purpose, and
Entrepreneurship

Date: 24th April 2026

KDEM participated as a partner in The
CHRO Boardroom in Bengaluru,
convened by CHRMP with Kaushalya
Karnataka, NHRD Bangalore, and
KDEM. The invite-only dialogue
explored workforce challenges across
BioTech, Pharma, MedTech, and
Digital Health, with a focus on
continuous reskilling and systemic
workforce redesign.

The CHRO Boardroom
2026: Shaping the
Future of Work in
Healthcare
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Date: 27th April 2026

KDEM engaged with the delegation
from the Consulate-General of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in
Bengaluru through the Global
Innovation Alliance as part of the
Dutch MedTech Innovation Mission.
Discussions focused on MedTech
Centres of Excellence, joint
innovation, startup co-development,
and commercialization pathways.

Advancing Global
MedTech Partnerships
through GIA

Date: 28th April 2026

KDEM participated as the Strategic
Partner for the Indo-German
Leadership Exchange in Bengaluru.
The event brought together leaders
from India and Germany to share
experiences, explore opportunities,
and strengthen collaboration,
leveraging Karnataka’s position as a
hub for GCCs and innovation-led
growth.

Indo-German
Leadership Exchange:
Fostering Global
Collaboration
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Date: 28th April 2026

KDEM participated as a partner in
Vertex Workspace’s CXO Conclave
2026 in Mangaluru. The conclave
brought together CXOs, policymakers,
and industry leaders to align on
growth execution beyond Bengaluru,
with discussions on incentives, talent,
scale, and regional expansion.

CXO Conclave 2026 -
Chapter One: Driving
Growth Beyond
Bengaluru

Date: 28th April 2026

KDEM hosted the Indo-German
Leadership Exchange alongside the
Government of Karnataka, Indo-
German Chamber of Commerce, and
NextFactor360. The session brought
German enterprise leaders together
to explore AI, DeepTech, Industry 4.0,
digital engineering, advanced
manufacturing, and expansion
opportunities Beyond Bengaluru.

Indo-German
Leadership Exchange:
Advancing Engineering
& Tech Partnerships
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Date: 28-29th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in E-Summit 2026, Belagavi.
The two-day summit offered live
founder experiences, mentorship
sessions, investor pitches, and
interactive panels, connecting
startups, investors, and experts to
foster practical learning and growth
opportunities.

E-Summit 2026
Belagavi: Connecting
Startups with Mentors
and Investors

Date: 29-30th April 2026

KDEM participated as a strategic
partner in Connected, Autonomous &
Electric Vehicle Expo 2026. The event
brought together industry leaders,
innovators, and policymakers to
explore advancements in connected
and autonomous electric vehicles,
sustainable mobility, and future-ready
automotive ecosystems.

CAEV 2026: Driving
Innovation in Connected
and Autonomous
Electric Vehicles
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Date: 30th April 2026

KDEM organized a virtual session of
Startup X-Factor, a curated platform
connecting founders, investors, and
ecosystem leaders. The session
focused on high-quality interactions,
access to funding, mentorship, and
partnerships, enabling startups across
India to engage with the right
stakeholders.

Startup X-Factor 2026:
Connecting High-Intent
Startups Across India

Date: 30th April 2026

KDEM participated in the 2nd
roundtable convened by CII in
Bengaluru, focused on action-
oriented public-private partnership
frameworks to accelerate India’s
NewSpace economy. The session
brought together 32 experts from
government and industry to identify
collaborative projects, strengthen
government-industry synergy, and
advance strategic initiatives.

2nd Roundtable on
Public-Private
Partnerships in the
NewSpace Economy
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Scan to
download
Govt. of Karnataka
Policies

Scan to join our
Startup Grid
WhatsApp
Group
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