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Date: 7  August 2026th

One Bengaluru One
Voice: CSR Conclave
2026 – Driving Innovation-
Led Social Impact

Participated in the One Bengaluru One
Voice – CSR Conclave 2026, bringing
together leaders from government,
industry, and the social impact ecosystem
to explore the role of technology and
innovation in enabling inclusive growth.
KDEM CEO Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta
shared perspectives on strengthening
collaboration, supporting innovation
ecosystems, and leveraging digital
transformation to create meaningful
opportunities for communities.

Date: 5  August 2026th

GCC Workplace
Innovation Summit 2026:
Shaping the Next Wave of
GCC Growth

Participated as the Roundtable Partner
for the Leadership Roundtable on
“Building India’s Next GCC Destinations”
at GCC Workplace Innovation Summit &
Awards 2026. The closed-door dialogue
brought together government
representatives and GCC leaders to
discuss innovation, talent development, AI
capabilities, regional ecosystems, and
public-private collaboration required to
build future-ready GCC destinations
across India.
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Date: 6  August 2026th

KDEM and GoodWorks
Group Partner to
Accelerate GCC Growth
in Karnataka

Signed a strategic MoU with GoodWorks
Group to strengthen Karnataka’s Global
Capability Centre (GCC) ecosystem by
attracting global enterprises, enabling
talent development, and driving
innovation-led growth. The partnership
will focus on expanding GCC
opportunities, strengthening industry-
academia collaboration, supporting
global investor engagement, and
advancing Karnataka’s position as a
preferred destination for global
enterprises.

Date: 8  August 2026th

Advancing EV
Localization and Green
Mobility in North
Karnataka

Engaged with World Resources Institute
(WRI India), Karnataka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (KCCI), and
Belagavi Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (BCCI) to strengthen EV
localization opportunities across North
Karnataka. The discussions focused on
enabling MSMEs to participate in EV
value chains, enhancing industry
capabilities, and building stronger
connections with OEMs, skilling agencies,
and policy stakeholders to support a
sustainable and competitive electric
mobility ecosystem.



Karnataka Vision 2030
CSR Conclave:
Advancing Inclusive
Growth Through
Partnerships

Participated in the GBITCIA Karnataka
Vision 2030 CSR Conclave, where KDEM
CEO Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta shared
insights on Karnataka’s CSR landscape
and the need for more distributed
corporate social responsibility initiatives
across the state. The session highlighted
opportunities to strengthen public-private
partnerships, expand CSR participation
beyond Bengaluru, and align corporate
investments with measurable impact
areas including education, rural
development, and community growth.

Date: 8th August 2026
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Date: 10  August 2026th

NIPUNA Karnataka:
Launching Industry-
Aligned Skilling in
Shivamogga

Participated in the NIPUNA Karnataka
Programme batch at PES Institute of
Technology and Management,
Shivamogga, to strengthen digital skills
and employability among youth. The
initiative focuses on industry-aligned
training, enabling learners to build
relevant capabilities and access career
opportunities while supporting KDEM’s
vision of developing future-ready talent
across Beyond Bengaluru clusters.
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Date: 8  August 2026th

IBMR Pragati 2026:
Strengthening Talent–
Industry Connections in
North Karnataka

Participated in IBMR Pragati 2026 at
Hubballi, bringing together employers,
academic institutions, and aspiring
professionals to strengthen access to
employment opportunities across North
Karnataka. The placement drive
connected 100+ companies, 350+
colleges, and thousands of candidates,
creating pathways for 2,000+ job
opportunities and supporting the
development of a stronger regional talent
and employment ecosystem under the
Beyond Bengaluru vision.

Date: 10  August 2026th

Davanagere: Building the
Next IT-BT and Startup
Destination Beyond
Bengaluru

Engaged with key stakeholders to explore
opportunities for strengthening
Davanagere’s IT/ITeS, startup, and
innovation ecosystem. Discussions
focused on developing the Global
Technology Centre (GTC), expanding
startup support infrastructure,
strengthening incubation and mentorship
opportunities, and enabling cluster
growth to position Davanagere as an
emerging technology destination under
the Beyond Bengaluru vision.
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Date: 12  August 2026th

Leadership Session on
Global Investment Trends
and Emerging
Opportunities

Organized a leadership and knowledge-
sharing session in association with KSDA
and 42 Learn, featuring Mr. Eric Savage,
Co-Founder & CEO, Unitus Capital. The
session explored emerging trends in
global capital flows, the influence of AI,
climate, financial services, and DeepTech
on investment landscapes, and the
opportunities these shifts create for
Karnataka and India’s innovation
ecosystem.

Date: 12  August 2026th

Leadership Dialogues:
Exploring New Themes in
Global Investments

Hosted the first edition of the Leadership
Dialogue Series in association with
Karnataka Skill Development Authority
(KSDA) and 42 Learn, bringing together
leaders and ecosystem stakeholders for
discussions on global investments,
emerging markets, and evolving capital
trends. The session with Eric Savage, Co-
Founder & CEO, Unitus Capital, explored
the role of AI, DeepTech, resilience,
sustainability, and strategic alignment in
shaping future investment landscapes for
India and Karnataka.



“HDB is building capabilities across
semiconductors, Electronics System Design and
Manufacturing (ESDM), electric vehicles,
artificial intelligence, deep tech, Industry 4.0
and advanced engineering”.

SHRI PRIYANK M KHARGE
Hon’ble Minister for Home, IT & Bt,
and E-Governance,
Government of Karnataka
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Date: 14  August 2026th

BHC Let’s Validate –
Chapter 8: Connecting
Healthcare Startups with
Hospital Decision-Makers

Supported BHC Let’s Validate – Chapter 8
as a platform connecting healthcare
startups with clinical leaders and hospital
decision-makers. The demo day brought
together healthcare founders and senior
leaders from leading hospital groups
across operations, pulmonology,
oncology, and critical care to enable
product validation, expert feedback, and
opportunities for hospital pilots and
collaborations.

Date: 14  August 2026th

ExxonMobil–KDEM
Leadership Meet:
Exploring Karnataka’s
Energy and Innovation
Opportunities

Hosted a strategic leadership interaction
with ExxonMobil to explore opportunities
for strengthening Karnataka’s role in
global energy, manufacturing, and
innovation ecosystems. The discussions
focused on advanced manufacturing, AI-
led engineering, Centre of Excellence
opportunities, academia-industry
collaboration, startup engagement, and
talent development initiatives across
STEM, skilling, and digital inclusion,
reinforcing pathways for sustainable
growth and innovation-led partnerships.
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Date: 14  August 2026th

JSS Industry Partnership
Summit 2026:
Strengthening
Academia–Industry
Innovation Pathways

Participated in the JSS Industry
Partnership Summit 2026, focusing on
strengthening collaboration between
academia, industry, and the innovation
ecosystem. The discussions highlighted
the importance of building future-ready
talent, advancing applied research,
enabling technology commercialisation,
and creating stronger pathways across AI,
DeepTech, semiconductors, robotics, and
emerging technologies to drive
Karnataka’s next phase of technology-led
growth.

Date: 15  August 2026th

KDEM and GoodWorks
Group Partner to
Accelerate Karnataka’s
GCC Growth

Signed a strategic MoU with GoodWorks
Group to strengthen Karnataka’s Global
Capability Centre (GCC) ecosystem and
attract global investments into the state.
The partnership aims to enable new GCC
opportunities, drive investment, create
high-skilled employment, strengthen
enterprise infrastructure, and support
ecosystem development through talent
enablement, policy support, industry
collaboration, and global outreach.
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“In a rapidly evolving technology landscape,
ensuring relevance requires us to move from
static education models to a system of
continuous, industry-aligned learning".

DR. N MANJULA, IAS
Secretary, Department of
Electronics, IT, BT and S&T,
Government of Karnataka
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Date: 17  August 2026 th

KDEM and JSS
Mahavidyapeetha
Partner to Strengthen EV
Innovation and Industry-
Academia Collaboration

Signed an MoU with JSS
Mahavidyapeetha (JSSMVP) to strengthen
and operationalize the JSS EV Centre of
Excellence across Bengaluru and Mysuru.
The collaboration will enable industry-
aligned skilling, applied R&D, startup and
MSME engagement, and innovation
across electric vehicles, semiconductors,
connected mobility, and software-
defined vehicles. 

Date: 17  August 2026th

Exploring Sustainable
Growth Opportunities
Through Industry
Collaboration

Facilitated a strategic interaction
between MITCON Consultancy and
Engineering Services Ltd. and the
Government of Karnataka to explore
opportunities across sustainability, green
skilling, innovation, technology, and
regional development. The discussions
focused on potential initiatives including
a satellite office in Tumakuru, Environment
Monitoring & ESG Lab, Green Skill Lab,
R&D opportunities, and an Integrated Bio-
Energy Park, strengthening pathways for
industry-government collaboration
towards sustainable growth in Karnataka.
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Date: 18  August 2026th

DRIVE HDB 2026: Enabling
EV Manufacturing
Opportunities in Hubballi-
Dharwad-Belagavi

Supported DRIVE HDB 2026, an industry
workshop in partnership with WRI India
and Karnataka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KCCI), bringing together
OEMs, MSMEs, and ecosystem partners to
strengthen EV value chains in the
Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi cluster. The
initiative aims to enable MSMEs and
startups to explore opportunities in
electric mobility, enhance manufacturing
capabilities, and contribute to India’s
evolving EV ecosystem.

Date: 18  August 2026th

WITfluence 2026:
Strengthening
Karnataka’s Technology
and Innovation
Ecosystem

Partnered as the Strategic Partner for
WITfluence 2026, an initiative focused on
advancing technology, talent, and
innovation in Karnataka. The collaboration
aims to strengthen connections across the
digital ecosystem, enable meaningful
opportunities, and support the growth of
a future-ready technology landscape
through collective efforts.
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Date: 18  August 2026th

France–Karnataka
Innovation Connect:
Showcasing Mysuru’s
Technology Ecosystem

Facilitated the visit of the Consul General
of France and delegation to Mysuru,
enabling discussions around innovation,
technology, startups, and industry
collaboration. The engagement included
visits to SJCE STEP, ExcelSoft, Schindler
Campus, and CFTRI BioNEST Incubator,
showcasing Mysuru’s incubation
ecosystem, technology capabilities,
biotech and deep-tech strengths, and
opportunities for deeper France–
Karnataka collaboration.

Date: 22  August 2026nd

Women Entrepreneurship
Bootcamp: Building
Future Women
Entrepreneurs in
Davanagere

Organized the Women Entrepreneurship
Bootcamp in Davanagere to empower
young women with entrepreneurial skills,
confidence, and practical knowledge. The
initiative brought together 100 selected
girl students from 5 institutions for an
intensive learning experience focused on
ideation, collaboration, and building
solutions with impact, strengthening
entrepreneurship opportunities under the
Beyond Bengaluru ecosystem.
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“I thank the Government of Karnataka for the
continued support extended to the Beyond
Bengaluru initiative and for enabling the
region’s growth. The state government and
KDEM have created the platforms and support
needed to build this momentum, and we are
now seeing HDB’s growing potential as a
technology and innovation cluster."

MR B V NAIDU
Chairman, KDEM
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Date: 22  August 2026nd

France–Mysuru
Innovation Connect:
Showcasing Karnataka’s
DeepTech and Startup
Ecosystem

Facilitated the visit of the Consul General
of France to Mysuru, showcasing the
region’s growing startup and innovation
ecosystem under the Beyond Bengaluru
initiative. The engagement at SJCE-STEP
highlighted Mysuru’s incubation
capabilities, deep-tech startups, research
infrastructure, and opportunities for
France–Karnataka collaboration across
technology, innovation, and
entrepreneurship.

Date: 24  August 2026th

K-Combinator:
Accelerating High-
Potential Startups in
Coastal Karnataka

Launched K-Combinator – Powered by TiE
Nurture, Karnataka’s first K-Combinator
initiative, to support ambitious founders
from the Udupi-Mangaluru and Coastal
Karnataka region. The structured
acceleration programme will provide
startups with mentorship, market access,
and a focused growth pathway to help
founders build scalable ventures and
strengthen the regional startup
ecosystem.
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Date: 26  August 2026th

Bengaluru Skill Summit
2026: Shaping the Future
of Workforce
Transformation

Launched the Bengaluru Skill Summit
2026, bringing together government,
industry, academia, and youth to drive
conversations around future skills,
employment, and workforce
transformation. The summit will serve as a
platform to explore strategies for building
a future-ready workforce, strengthening
industry-skill alignment, and advancing
Karnataka’s vision for Workforce 2030.

Date: 27  August 2026th

Startup X-Factor Session
5: Enabling Founders to
Scale Through
Connections and Insights

Hosted the fifth edition of Startup X-
Factor, KDEM’s flagship startup
engagement platform, bringing together
founders, investors, ecosystem leaders,
policymakers, and innovators. The session
provided startups with opportunities to
gain expert insights, showcase their
ventures, receive feedback from investors
and ecosystem leaders, and explore
pathways for growth, collaboration, and
scaling within Karnataka’s startup
ecosystem.
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Date: 28  August 2026th

Zinnov Confluence 2026:
Shaping the Next Phase
of India’s GCC Growth

Participated in Zinnov Confluence 2026,
where Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta, CEO,
KDEM, joined a leadership discussion on
the evolving GCC landscape in India. The
session explored the factors shaping
future GCC destinations, including
leadership depth, infrastructure, quality of
life, ecosystem maturity, and the role of
emerging cities in building a distributed
GCC ecosystem.

Date: 31  August 2026st

Startup Masterclass:
Connecting Founders
with Investor
Perspectives

Organized a curated masterclass
connecting 11 Karnataka startups with Mr.
Subhadeep Mondal from Kalaari Capital
for focused discussions on fundraising,
venture capital, and investor
expectations. The session enabled
founders to gain insights into startup
evaluation, capital strategy, market
scaling, and investment readiness through
direct conversations with an experienced
investor.
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“The Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi region has
reached an important inflection point, evolving
from a nascent technology ecosystem into a
cluster with a growing base of industry, startups,
talent and institutional capabilities.“

MR SANJEEV KUMAR GUPTA
CEO, KDEM
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CONCLUDED EVENTS

EVENT AT A GLIMPSE

Thursday, Sept 3, 2026
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The 6th edition of HDB Techceleration, brought together startups, investors, academia,
policymakers and industry leaders at Hubballi to strengthen Karnataka’s emerging
technology and innovation ecosystem. Held on 2–3 September 2026 at Royal Orchid,
Hubballi, the event spotlighted the Hubballi–Dharwad–Belagavi region as a growing
innovation corridor beyond Bengaluru. 

With a strong focus on AI & Robotics, Electric Vehicles and HealthTech, the two-day
programme featured policy dialogues, industry roundtables, an Angel Investor
Masterclass, startup and technology showcases, ecosystem sessions and discussions
on talent, digital transformation and the future of Karnataka’s innovation clusters. The
event served as a platform for meaningful connections and collaborations, reinforcing
the vision of building a thriving, decentralised technology ecosystem across
Karnataka. 



Building on Mangaluru’s growing momentum as a technology and enterprise hub under
Karnataka’s #BeyondBengaluru vision, Mangaluru Technovanza 2026 is set to bring
together #GCCs, #Startups, #Investors, industry leaders, and ecosystem institutions for a
landmark technology conference.

The event will explore emerging opportunities across technology, innovation, investment, and
global collaboration while creating a platform for stronger industry connections and
meaningful partnerships.

Scheduled for 23 September 2026 at TMA Pai International Convention Centre,
Mangaluru, the conference aims to showcase the potential of the #SiliconBeachOfIndia
and accelerate the next phase of growth for Coastal Karnataka’s digital ecosystem.

PAGE NO. 20

Mangaluru Technovanza 2026
Bringing Together the Future of Technology in Coastal Karnataka

Scan to Register
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SAMAGRA 2026
From CSR Initiatives to Collective Impact

KDEM, in partnership with the Department of Electronics, IT & BT, Government of Karnataka
and AISECT India, is bringing together stakeholders from across the CSR and social impact
ecosystem for the inaugural edition of SAMAGRA 2026 – Karnataka CSR & Social Impact
Conclave. The conclave will bring together government, corporate CSR leaders, industry,
academia, NGOs, social enterprises and development organisations to explore how stronger
partnerships can create meaningful and measurable impact across Karnataka.

Scheduled for 25 September 2026 at Radisson Blu Atria, Bengaluru, SAMAGRA 2026 will
focus on building strategic CSR partnerships, aligning resources with Karnataka’s
development priorities, showcasing innovative social impact models and scaling sustainable,
outcome-driven programmes. With focus areas spanning skilling and employability, digital
inclusion, women empowerment, sustainability and climate action, CSR partnerships,
innovation and social impact, and policy and governance, the conclave aims to move
beyond individual initiatives towards collective action for a more inclusive, sustainable and
future-ready Karnataka.
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KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Karnataka Acceleration Network (KAN): Enabling

Startups to Scale Through Ecosystem Support

KAN Cohort 1 enabled 56 startups to graduate with access to mentorship, investor
connections, funding opportunities, and ecosystem support, while Cohort 2 expanded
participation across Karnataka, including startups from Beyond Bengaluru regions. With KAN
Cohort 3, startups can access structured acceleration, market opportunities, investor
readiness support, and stronger industry networks to accelerate their growth journey.

Applications are now open for Karnataka Acceleration Network (KAN) Cohort 3, an initiative
of the Department of Electronics, IT, BT and S&T, Government of Karnataka, implemented by
KDEM. In collaboration with accelerator partners including JAIN Launchpad and SJCE
Science & Technology Entrepreneurs Park (STEP), the programme enables startups to access
structured mentorship, business strategy support, investor readiness guidance, and
ecosystem connections to accelerate sustainable growth.
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Scan to
download
Govt. of Karnataka
Policies

Scan to join our
Startup Grid
WhatsApp
Group
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	One Bengaluru One Voice: CSR Conclave 2026 – Driving Innovation-Led Social Impact
	Participated in the One Bengaluru One Voice – CSR Conclave 2026, bringing together leaders from government, industry, and the social impact ecosystem to explore the role of technology and innovation in enabling inclusive growth. KDEM CEO Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta shared perspectives on strengthening collaboration, supporting innovation ecosystems, and leveraging digital transformation to create meaningful opportunities for communities.

	GCC Workplace Innovation Summit 2026: Shaping the Next Wave of GCC Growth
	Participated as the Roundtable Partner for the Leadership Roundtable on “Building India’s Next GCC Destinations” at GCC Workplace Innovation Summit & Awards 2026. The closed-door dialogue brought together government representatives and GCC leaders to discuss innovation, talent development, AI capabilities, regional ecosystems, and public-private collaboration required to build future-ready GCC destinations across India.
	PAGE NO. 1
	KDEM Monthly Newsletter | August 2026

	KDEM and GoodWorks Group Partner to Accelerate GCC Growth in Karnataka
	Signed a strategic MoU with GoodWorks Group to strengthen Karnataka’s Global Capability Centre (GCC) ecosystem by attracting global enterprises, enabling talent development, and driving innovation-led growth. The partnership will focus on expanding GCC opportunities, strengthening industry-academia collaboration, supporting global investor engagement, and advancing Karnataka’s position as a preferred destination for global enterprises.

	Advancing EV Localization and Green Mobility in North Karnataka
	Engaged with World Resources Institute (WRI India), Karnataka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (KCCI), and Belagavi Chamber of Commerce & Industry (BCCI) to strengthen EV localization opportunities across North Karnataka. The discussions focused on enabling MSMEs to participate in EV value chains, enhancing industry capabilities, and building stronger connections with OEMs, skilling agencies, and policy stakeholders to support a sustainable and competitive electric mobility ecosystem.
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	Karnataka Vision 2030 CSR Conclave: Advancing Inclusive Growth Through Partnerships
	Participated in the GBITCIA Karnataka Vision 2030 CSR Conclave, where KDEM CEO Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta shared insights on Karnataka’s CSR landscape and the need for more distributed corporate social responsibility initiatives across the state. The session highlighted opportunities to strengthen public-private partnerships, expand CSR participation beyond Bengaluru, and align corporate investments with measurable impact areas including education, rural development, and community growth.

	NIPUNA Karnataka: Launching Industry-Aligned Skilling in Shivamogga
	Participated in the NIPUNA Karnataka Programme batch at PES Institute of Technology and Management, Shivamogga, to strengthen digital skills and employability among youth. The initiative focuses on industry-aligned training, enabling learners to build relevant capabilities and access career opportunities while supporting KDEM’s vision of developing future-ready talent across Beyond Bengaluru clusters.
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	IBMR Pragati 2026: Strengthening Talent–Industry Connections in North Karnataka
	Participated in IBMR Pragati 2026 at Hubballi, bringing together employers, academic institutions, and aspiring professionals to strengthen access to employment opportunities across North Karnataka. The placement drive connected 100+ companies, 350+ colleges, and thousands of candidates, creating pathways for 2,000+ job opportunities and supporting the development of a stronger regional talent and employment ecosystem under the Beyond Bengaluru vision.

	Davanagere: Building the Next IT-BT and Startup Destination Beyond Bengaluru
	Engaged with key stakeholders to explore opportunities for strengthening Davanagere’s IT/ITeS, startup, and innovation ecosystem. Discussions focused on developing the Global Technology Centre (GTC), expanding startup support infrastructure, strengthening incubation and mentorship opportunities, and enabling cluster growth to position Davanagere as an emerging technology destination under the Beyond Bengaluru vision.
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	Leadership Session on Global Investment Trends and Emerging Opportunities
	Organized a leadership and knowledge-sharing session in association with KSDA and 42 Learn, featuring Mr. Eric Savage, Co-Founder & CEO, Unitus Capital. The session explored emerging trends in global capital flows, the influence of AI, climate, financial services, and DeepTech on investment landscapes, and the opportunities these shifts create for Karnataka and India’s innovation ecosystem.

	Leadership Dialogues: Exploring New Themes in Global Investments
	Hosted the first edition of the Leadership Dialogue Series in association with Karnataka Skill Development Authority (KSDA) and 42 Learn, bringing together leaders and ecosystem stakeholders for discussions on global investments, emerging markets, and evolving capital trends. The session with Eric Savage, Co-Founder & CEO, Unitus Capital, explored the role of AI, DeepTech, resilience, sustainability, and strategic alignment in shaping future investment landscapes for India and Karnataka.
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	“HDB is building capabilities across semiconductors, Electronics System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM), electric vehicles, artificial intelligence, deep tech, Industry 4.0 and advanced engineering”.

	SHRI PRIYANK M KHARGE
	Hon’ble Minister for Home, IT & Bt, and E-Governance,
	Government of Karnataka
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	BHC Let’s Validate – Chapter 8: Connecting Healthcare Startups with Hospital Decision-Makers
	Supported BHC Let’s Validate – Chapter 8 as a platform connecting healthcare startups with clinical leaders and hospital decision-makers. The demo day brought together healthcare founders and senior leaders from leading hospital groups across operations, pulmonology, oncology, and critical care to enable product validation, expert feedback, and opportunities for hospital pilots and collaborations.

	ExxonMobil–KDEM Leadership Meet: Exploring Karnataka’s Energy and Innovation Opportunities
	Hosted a strategic leadership interaction with ExxonMobil to explore opportunities for strengthening Karnataka’s role in global energy, manufacturing, and innovation ecosystems. The discussions focused on advanced manufacturing, AI-led engineering, Centre of Excellence opportunities, academia-industry collaboration, startup engagement, and talent development initiatives across STEM, skilling, and digital inclusion, reinforcing pathways for sustainable growth and innovation-led partnerships.
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	JSS Industry Partnership Summit 2026: Strengthening Academia–Industry Innovation Pathways
	Participated in the JSS Industry Partnership Summit 2026, focusing on strengthening collaboration between academia, industry, and the innovation ecosystem. The discussions highlighted the importance of building future-ready talent, advancing applied research, enabling technology commercialisation, and creating stronger pathways across AI, DeepTech, semiconductors, robotics, and emerging technologies to drive Karnataka’s next phase of technology-led growth.

	KDEM and GoodWorks Group Partner to Accelerate Karnataka’s GCC Growth
	Signed a strategic MoU with GoodWorks Group to strengthen Karnataka’s Global Capability Centre (GCC) ecosystem and attract global investments into the state. The partnership aims to enable new GCC opportunities, drive investment, create high-skilled employment, strengthen enterprise infrastructure, and support ecosystem development through talent enablement, policy support, industry collaboration, and global outreach.
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	“In a rapidly evolving technology landscape, ensuring relevance requires us to move from static education models to a system of continuous, industry-aligned learning".
	DR. N MANJULA, IAS
	Secretary, Department of Electronics, IT, BT and S&T, Government of Karnataka
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	KDEM and JSS Mahavidyapeetha Partner to Strengthen EV Innovation and Industry-Academia Collaboration
	Signed an MoU with JSS Mahavidyapeetha (JSSMVP) to strengthen and operationalize the JSS EV Centre of Excellence across Bengaluru and Mysuru. The collaboration will enable industry-aligned skilling, applied R&D, startup and MSME engagement, and innovation across electric vehicles, semiconductors, connected mobility, and software-defined vehicles.

	Exploring Sustainable Growth Opportunities Through Industry Collaboration
	Facilitated a strategic interaction between MITCON Consultancy and Engineering Services Ltd. and the Government of Karnataka to explore opportunities across sustainability, green skilling, innovation, technology, and regional development. The discussions focused on potential initiatives including a satellite office in Tumakuru, Environment Monitoring & ESG Lab, Green Skill Lab, R&D opportunities, and an Integrated Bio-Energy Park, strengthening pathways for industry-government collaboration towards sustainable growth in Karnataka.
	PAGE NO. 10
	KDEM Monthly Newsletter | August 2026

	DRIVE HDB 2026: Enabling EV Manufacturing Opportunities in Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi
	Supported DRIVE HDB 2026, an industry workshop in partnership with WRI India and Karnataka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), bringing together OEMs, MSMEs, and ecosystem partners to strengthen EV value chains in the Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi cluster. The initiative aims to enable MSMEs and startups to explore opportunities in electric mobility, enhance manufacturing capabilities, and contribute to India’s evolving EV ecosystem.

	WITfluence 2026: Strengthening Karnataka’s Technology and Innovation Ecosystem
	Partnered as the Strategic Partner for WITfluence 2026, an initiative focused on advancing technology, talent, and innovation in Karnataka. The collaboration aims to strengthen connections across the digital ecosystem, enable meaningful opportunities, and support the growth of a future-ready technology landscape through collective efforts.
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	France–Karnataka Innovation Connect: Showcasing Mysuru’s Technology Ecosystem
	Facilitated the visit of the Consul General of France and delegation to Mysuru, enabling discussions around innovation, technology, startups, and industry collaboration. The engagement included visits to SJCE STEP, ExcelSoft, Schindler Campus, and CFTRI BioNEST Incubator, showcasing Mysuru’s incubation ecosystem, technology capabilities, biotech and deep-tech strengths, and opportunities for deeper France–Karnataka collaboration.

	Women Entrepreneurship Bootcamp: Building Future Women Entrepreneurs in Davanagere
	Organized the Women Entrepreneurship Bootcamp in Davanagere to empower young women with entrepreneurial skills, confidence, and practical knowledge. The initiative brought together 100 selected girl students from 5 institutions for an intensive learning experience focused on ideation, collaboration, and building solutions with impact, strengthening entrepreneurship opportunities under the Beyond Bengaluru ecosystem.
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	“I thank the Government of Karnataka for the continued support extended to the Beyond Bengaluru initiative and for enabling the region’s growth. The state government and KDEM have created the platforms and support needed to build this momentum, and we are now seeing HDB’s growing potential as a technology and innovation cluster."

	MR B V NAIDU
	Chairman, KDEM
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	France–Mysuru Innovation Connect: Showcasing Karnataka’s DeepTech and Startup Ecosystem
	Facilitated the visit of the Consul General of France to Mysuru, showcasing the region’s growing startup and innovation ecosystem under the Beyond Bengaluru initiative. The engagement at SJCE-STEP highlighted Mysuru’s incubation capabilities, deep-tech startups, research infrastructure, and opportunities for France–Karnataka collaboration across technology, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

	K-Combinator: Accelerating High-Potential Startups in Coastal Karnataka
	Launched K-Combinator – Powered by TiE Nurture, Karnataka’s first K-Combinator initiative, to support ambitious founders from the Udupi-Mangaluru and Coastal Karnataka region. The structured acceleration programme will provide startups with mentorship, market access, and a focused growth pathway to help founders build scalable ventures and strengthen the regional startup ecosystem.
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	Bengaluru Skill Summit 2026: Shaping the Future of Workforce Transformation
	Launched the Bengaluru Skill Summit 2026, bringing together government, industry, academia, and youth to drive conversations around future skills, employment, and workforce transformation. The summit will serve as a platform to explore strategies for building a future-ready workforce, strengthening industry-skill alignment, and advancing Karnataka’s vision for Workforce 2030.

	Startup X-Factor Session 5: Enabling Founders to Scale Through Connections and Insights
	Hosted the fifth edition of Startup X-Factor, KDEM’s flagship startup engagement platform, bringing together founders, investors, ecosystem leaders, policymakers, and innovators. The session provided startups with opportunities to gain expert insights, showcase their ventures, receive feedback from investors and ecosystem leaders, and explore pathways for growth, collaboration, and scaling within Karnataka’s startup ecosystem.
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	Zinnov Confluence 2026: Shaping the Next Phase of India’s GCC Growth
	Participated in Zinnov Confluence 2026, where Shri Sanjeev Kumar Gupta, CEO, KDEM, joined a leadership discussion on the evolving GCC landscape in India. The session explored the factors shaping future GCC destinations, including leadership depth, infrastructure, quality of life, ecosystem maturity, and the role of emerging cities in building a distributed GCC ecosystem.

	Startup Masterclass: Connecting Founders with Investor Perspectives
	Organized a curated masterclass connecting 11 Karnataka startups with Mr. Subhadeep Mondal from Kalaari Capital for focused discussions on fundraising, venture capital, and investor expectations. The session enabled founders to gain insights into startup evaluation, capital strategy, market scaling, and investment readiness through direct conversations with an experienced investor.
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	“The Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi region has reached an important inflection point, evolving from a nascent technology ecosystem into a cluster with a growing base of industry, startups, talent and institutional capabilities.“

	MR SANJEEV KUMAR GUPTA
	CEO, KDEM
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	The 6th edition of HDB Techceleration, brought together startups, investors, academia, policymakers and industry leaders at Hubballi to strengthen Karnataka’s emerging technology and innovation ecosystem. Held on 2–3 September 2026 at Royal Orchid, Hubballi, the event spotlighted the Hubballi–Dharwad–Belagavi region as a growing innovation corridor beyond Bengaluru.
	With a strong focus on AI & Robotics, Electric Vehicles and HealthTech, the two-day programme featured policy dialogues, industry roundtables, an Angel Investor Masterclass, startup and technology showcases, ecosystem sessions and discussions on talent, digital transformation and the future of Karnataka’s innovation clusters. The event served as a platform for meaningful connections and collaborations, reinforcing the vision of building a thriving, decentralised technology ecosystem across Karnataka.
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	Mangaluru Technovanza 2026
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	SAMAGRA 2026
	From CSR Initiatives to Collective Impact
	PAGE NO. 21
	KDEM Monthly Newsletter | August 2026


	KEY ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Karnataka Acceleration Network (KAN): Enabling Startups to Scale Through Ecosystem Support
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