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The future of employment will be shaped by
technology, and it is imperative that
opportunities to acquire these skills are
accessible beyond major urban centres.
Through these AI labs, Tier-2 and Tier-3
regions will gain hands-on exposure to
emerging technologies and participate in the
digital economy.

Karnataka is today the GCC capital
of India, hosting more than a third of
the country’s Global Capability
Centres, with over 900 units
operated by 500–600 companies.

SHRI PRIYANK M KHARGE

DR. N MANJULA, IAS

Hon’ble Minister for Home, IT & Bt,
and E-Governance,
Government of Karnataka

Secretary, Department of
Electronics, IT, BT and S&T,
Government of Karnataka
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Karnataka’s digital economy is expected
to exceed $400 billion by 2031-32.
MSMEs have been integral to the
growth of India’s IT industry because
they are agile and capable of rapid
innovation.

This is a great partnership to make the GCC
ecosystem stronger across Karnataka which
includes our emerging tech clusters – Mysuru,
Mangaluru, Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi,
Kalaburgi. Zyoin is our valued partner in progress
and we will continue to work together to make
Karnataka’s GCC story stronger on the global
map addressing all the key stakeholders.

MR B V NAIDU

MR SANJEEV KUMAR GUPTA

Chairman, KDEM

CEO, KDEM
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KDEM

Date: June 2, 2026

Enabling Startup
Growth in Kalaburagi

Engaged with 20+ startups in
Kalaburagi to understand their
challenges and growth needs, while
providing access to Karnataka’s
startup incentives, funding support,
and ecosystem resources. The
discussions focused on unlocking
government policies, bridging market
and funding gaps, and connecting
startups with innovation support and
growth enablers, reinforcing KDEM’s
commitment to strengthening the
regional startup ecosystem.
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Date: June 2, 2026

Organized a policy awareness
workshop at Guru Nanak Dev
Engineering College, Bidar to support
IT, BT, and Agritech founders. The
session provided clarity on
government incentives, startup
funding, relevant policies, and
facilitated meaningful connections
with enablers, institutions, and fellow
founders, strengthening Karnataka’s
startup ecosystem.

Founder-First Workshop
in Bidar: Access, Policy,
and Connections

KDEM Monthly Newsletter | June 2026



KDEM

Date: June 2, 2026

KAN Cohort 2 Master
Session: Financial
Modeling & Capital
Strategy

Organised an online master session
with focusing on financial modeling,
capital structuring, fundraising
readiness, and sustainable growth for
startups. The session provided
founders with practical insights to
strengthen financial planning and
enhance capital strategy across
Karnataka’s startup ecosystem.

Date: June 3, 2026 (Held On May 22, 2026)

Supported the KAN Cohort–02
Residential Program, a two-day
immersive journey focused on
practical learning, leadership,
strategy, and startup growth. The
program provided founders with
collaborative sessions and workshops,
strengthening Karnataka’s founder-
first ecosystem.

KAN Cohort–02
Residential Program:
Immersive Learning for
Founders
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Date: June 3, 2026

Signed a strategic MoU with Zyoin
Group to support the growth and
expansion of Global Capability
Centres (GCCs) in Karnataka. The
partnership combines Zyoin’s
expertise in GCC advisory, talent
intelligence, and employer branding
with KDEM’s ecosystem engagement
and industry collaboration initiatives,
enabling companies to access market
entry support, operational setup, and
scale-up opportunities across
emerging tech clusters.

Signed MoU with Zyoin
Group to Strengthen
GCC Ecosystem in
Karnataka

Date: June 3, 2026

Participated as a strategic partner in
the webinar which explored
innovation, startup opportunities, and
emerging trends in the agriculture
sector, providing insights on
sustainable agritech solutions and
value chain transformation for
Karnataka’s farming and
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Webinar on
Opportunities in the
Agriculture Sector
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Date: June 4-5, 2026

As part of the program, the KAN
Cohort 2 Bootcamp conducted by
ASTRA, University of Agricultural
Sciences, in collaboration with
GINSERV. The program brought
together 16 startups, 12 mentors, and
ecosystem enablers for focused
mentoring, discussions on scaling,
market readiness, and collaboration,
reinforcing Karnataka’s commitment
to building a stronger and connected
startup ecosystem.

KAN Cohort 2
Bootcamp: Accelerating
Startup Growth in
Dharwad

Date: June 4, 2026

Participated in the EV localization
initiative in the HDB cluster alongside
WRI India, Karnataka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, and
ecosystem partners. The effort
focuses on building resilient local
supply chains, enabling MSMEs,
suppliers, and startups, and creating
future-ready jobs, supporting a just
and competitive transition to electric
mobility in Karnataka’s automotive
manufacturing ecosystem.

Strengthening EV
Localization in Hubballi–
Dharwad–Belgaum
Cluster
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Date: June 5, 2026

Hosted a delegation from VentureBiz
Promotions Private Limited to provide
insights into Karnataka’s dynamic
startup environment. The interaction
covered incubation, accelerator
programs, government support,
funding opportunities, and ecosystem
collaborations, highlighting KDEM’s
role in enabling startups through
mentorship, investor access, market
linkages, and the “Beyond Bengaluru”
initiative to strengthen Tier-2 and
Tier-3 startup ecosystems.

Engaging with
VentureBiz Promotions:
Exploring Karnataka’s
Startup Ecosystem

Date: June 6, 2026

Aligning Emerging Tech
Hubs with Global
Strategy: Interaction
with DBS Bank

Hosted a strategic discussion with
Timothy Wong, Managing Director &
Head of Group Research & Strategy
at DBS Bank, focusing on aligning
KDEM’s “Beyond Bengaluru” expansion
with DBS’s regional macroeconomic
outlooks. Key areas included the
Coastal Karnataka Corridor, deep-
tech de-risking through public-private
partnerships, and collaborative macro
intelligence to map cross-border
venture capital corridors.
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Date: June 7, 2026

Organized an employability workshop
at JSS College, Dharwad, as part of
the North Karnataka Women’s Talent
Connect 2026 initiative, in
collaboration with Rotary Club of
Hubli Central. The session trained
hundreds of women graduates on
personality development,
communication, interview
preparation, workplace readiness,
and campus-to-corporate transition
skills.

Campus to Corporate
Workshop: Empowering
Women Talent in North
Karnataka
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Date: June 8, 2026

Facilitated the visit of Prof. Marco Re,
Economic Advisor to the Consulate
General of Italy, to Mysuru’s PCB and
EMS ecosystem. The delegation
engaged with AT&S India, Wuerth
Elektronik India, Kaynes Technology,
and LeePra Technologies to explore
advanced manufacturing capabilities,
global competitiveness, and
investment opportunities.

Showcasing Mysuru’s
Electronics
Manufacturing
Excellence
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Date: June 9, 2026

Industry Open House:
Strengthening Startup-
Industry Connections

Supported the Industry Open House
hosted by JAIN Launchpad,
connecting KAN Cohort 2 startups
with industry leaders, investors, and
ecosystem enablers. Eight startups
engaged with experts across
technology, finance, healthcare,
legal, and investment sectors,
enabling mentorship, networking, and
strategic collaborations to accelerate
market readiness and growth in
Karnataka’s Beyond Bengaluru startup
ecosystem.

Date: June 8, 2026

As part of the program the KAN
Cohort 2 Immersion Session at DERBI
Foundation, bringht together
founders, mentors, and ecosystem
experts to strengthen startups’ go-to-
market strategy, unit economics, and
business readiness. Nine startups
received dedicated mentoring,
enabling knowledge sharing, strategic
guidance, and collaboration to build
scalable, investment-ready ventures
and reinforce Karnataka’s Beyond
Bengaluru startup ecosystem.

KAN Cohort 2
Immersion: Mentorship
for Market-Ready
Startups
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Date: June 10, 2026

Hosted a workshop at Sharnbasva
University, Kalaburagi, focusing on
building confidence, strengthening
communication and interpersonal
skills, developing a professional
personality, and enhancing career
readiness and employability for
students, preparing them to succeed
in professional environments.

Soft Skills & Personality
Development Workshop:
Building Confidence
and Career Readiness

Date: June 11, 2026

Organized a career opportunities
drive at Sharnbasva University,
Kalaburagi, in association with leading
industry partners. The session provided
UG and PG students with access to
internships, full-time roles, career
guidance, and networking
opportunities, enabling them to
explore technical and non-technical
career pathways and enhance their
employability for a successful
professional journey.

Career Opportunities
Drive: Connecting
Students with Industry



PAGE NO. 1 1

Date: June 12, 2026

WitchHunt 2026: India’s
First Girls-First AI
Hackathon

Participated as the strategic partner
for WitchHunt 2026 at Jyoti Nivas
College, Bengaluru. The event
brought together young women
innovators to solve real-world
challenges using AI. The hackathon
fostered innovation, collaboration,
and inclusive growth, empowering the
next generation of women leaders in
technology.

Date: June 11, 2026

Supported the HomeComing platform,
designed to bridge the gap between
professionals and employers in
Coastal Karnataka. The initiative
enables talent to explore, relocate, or
return home while fostering structured
engagement with companies,
strengthening the regional ecosystem,
and creating a thriving professional
network for meaningful career
opportunities.

HomeComing:
Connecting Talent with
Career Opportunities in
Coastal Karnataka
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Date: June 17, 2026

Participated in the National
Conference 2026 – "Synergising AI
and Industry 5.0" at SDM College of
Business Management, Mangaluru.
Cluster Head Vaishakh Pai K
moderated a panel on human-
machine collaboration, exploring AI’s
impact across healthcare,
manufacturing, and technology. The
discussion highlighted AI-driven
precision, efficiency, sustainability,
and scalable innovation.

Empowering India:
AI for Sustainability

Date: June 17, 2026

Strengthening India–
Korea Startup
Collaboration

Hosted a delegation from the
Republic of Korea led by Mr. Seung
Hwan Mok and Mr. Seungho Park to
discuss cross-border startup
collaboration. The session focused on
startup exchange, global market
access, technology partnerships, and
institutional collaboration, reinforcing
Karnataka’s position as a leading
innovation hub and enabling startups
to access global networks and growth
opportunities.
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Date: June 17, 2026

Welcomed a delegation from Korea’s
Ministry of SMEs and Startups and
Korea Venture Investment Corporation
to explore collaboration with Karnataka’s
startups and MSMEs. The discussions
focused on market access, startup
exchange, AI, deep-tech, Centres of
Excellence, and institutional
partnerships, reinforcing Karnataka’s
commitment to building global
connections and enabling cross-border
innovation and investment opportunities.

Karnataka–Seoul Business
Bridge: Strengthening
Global Startup &
Innovation Partnerships

Date: June 18, 2026

Interacted with officials from the
Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Skill
Development, Xcelerator Program
representatives, and principals of
diploma and ITI institutions to plan the
upcoming Mega Job Drive in
Kalaburagi. Discussions focused on
student mobilization, industry
participation, and creating
meaningful employment opportunities,
strengthening the skilling and
employment ecosystem across
Kalyana Karnataka.

Planning the Mega Job
Drive in Kalaburagi
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Date: June 19, 2026

Participated in The Integrated
Workspaces Forum 2026, organized in
partnership with CCiRE and Credai
Bengaluru. The forum explored how
integrated work environments—
combining office, residential,
hospitality, education, and wellness
infrastructure—are transforming
collaboration, productivity, and
employee experience, providing
insights and best practices for GCCs,
corporate real estate, HR, and smart
workplace professionals.

The Integrated
Workspaces Forum
2026: Shaping the
Future of Work

Date: June 19, 2026

Hustler Stories –
Belagavi: Founder
Journeys & Insights

Participated as the strategic partner
for Hustler Stories in Belagavi, an
initiative by VTU VRIF and Early
Founders to bring together
entrepreneurs, innovators, and startup
enthusiasts. The event featured
Elevate 2025 winners sharing their
startup journeys, lessons learned, and
perspectives on navigating funding
opportunities, fostering stronger
startup communities, and inspiring the
next generation of founders across
Karnataka.
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Date: June 19, 2026

Supported a webinar sharing insights
on building a non-invasive diagnostic
device for Dysphagia. The session
covered the BIRAC BIG Grant process,
regulatory pathways, prototyping,
patenting, and applying learnings to
Edge AI and vision solutions for
manufacturing. The webinar provided
practical guidance for medtech
startups, doctors with ideas, deep-
tech students, and entrepreneurs
navigating funding, regulation, and
commercialization.

Zero to Clinical: A
Founder’s Journey in
Building Medical
Devices
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Date: June 19, 2026

Engaged in a strategic discussion with
FKCCI leadership to strengthen
collaboration following their landmark
MoU. The meeting focused on
accelerating digital transformation across
Karnataka’s districts, fostering innovation-
driven growth, nurturing digital
entrepreneurship, and enabling emerging
regions to become technology-enabled
hubs, reinforcing Karnataka’s vision of
inclusive and sustainable digital
ecosystems Beyond Bengaluru.

FKCCI–KDEM Strategic
Meeting: Advancing
Digital Transformation
Across Districts
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Date: June 20, 2026

Founders & Investors
Xplore (FIX) 2026:
Connecting Startups with
Investors

Participated as the strategic partner for
FIX by CEDAT, in collaboration with Mela
Ventures as Investment Partner. The
event brought together founders,
investors, mentors, and ecosystem
enablers, featuring live startup pitch
sessions, expert feedback, and
mentorship. The initiative strengthened
Karnataka’s startup ecosystem by
enabling connections, funding
opportunities, and knowledge-sharing to
support founders in building scalable
ventures.

Date: June 24, 2026

Partnered with SHINE Foundation for
the KAN Cohort 2 SME Mentoring
Session, supporting 9 startups from the
Beyond Bengaluru cluster. Founders
received one-on-one mentorship from
4 industry experts covering business
strategy, market expansion, fundraising,
partnerships, customer acquisition, and
growth milestones, enabling scalable,
investment-ready ventures and
strengthening Karnataka’s startup
ecosystem through collaboration and
expert guidance.

KAN Cohort 2 SME
Mentoring: Building
Market-Ready Startups
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Date: June 25, 2026

Hosted the third edition of Startup X-
Factor, bringing together founders,
investors, incubators, accelerators, and
ecosystem leaders in a curated virtual
session. The session focused on access
to government grants, startup support
programs, mentorship from
experienced founders and industry
experts, and opportunities for
incubation, acceleration, and strategic
partnerships, fostering Karnataka’s
high-quality startup ecosystem.

Startup X-Factor
Session 3: Connecting
Founders with Investors
and Ecosystem Leaders
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Date: June 25, 2026

Engage JL – June Edition:
Selling Deep Tech to
American Enterprises

Supported JAIN Launchpad’s Engage
JL – June Edition masterclass focused
on helping deep-tech startups scale
globally. The session covered
structuring pilot projects to earn
enterprise trust, delivering measurable
business value, avoiding adoption
pitfalls, and converting pilots into
long-term customer relationships,
equipping founders with practical
strategies to build credibility in U.S.
enterprise markets.
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Date: June 25, 2026

Mr BV Naidu, Chairman, KDEM,
delivered the keynote at The Hindu
Businessline MSME Growth Conclave
2026, highlighting Karnataka’s vision
for MSMEs to transition from vendors
to value creators. The address
emphasized leveraging AI,
automation, and digital tools,
nurturing talent through industry-
academia-government collaboration,
and driving growth across Beyond
Bengaluru clusters.

Date: June 25, 2026

Attended the inauguration of
Pegasystems’ new office and
Executive Briefing Centre at EcoWorld
Tech Park, Bellandur, Bengaluru. The
event, inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister
Shri Priyank M Kharge, highlighted
Bengaluru’s position as a global hub
for enterprise AI and engineering
excellence. 

Pegasystems
Inaugurates New Office
& Executive Briefing
Centre in Bengaluru

MSME Growth Conclave
2026: Empowering
Karnataka’s Value-
Creating MSMEs
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Date: June 27, 2026

Hosted the North Karnataka
Incubators Consortium at KLE
Technological University, Hubballi,
bringing together TBIs, CoEs,
universities, and ecosystem partners.
Discussions focused on collaboration,
technology commercialization, and
strategic partnerships, with key
outcomes including participation in
Techceleration 2026, launching the
first North Karnataka Incubators &
CoEs Magazine, and strengthening
linkages across academia, startups,
and industry.

Date: June 28, 2026

Organized the North Karnataka
Women’s Talent Connect 2026 at JSS
College, Dharwad, bringing together
25+ leading companies including
Magic Bus India Foundation, City Union
Bank, TP, BBETTER, [24]7.ai, Sagility,
TCS, Bosch, and Lenskart. The event
provided curated hiring, pre-screened
candidates, and career and returnship
opportunities.

North Karnataka
Incubators Consortium:
Building a Unified
Innovation Ecosystem

North Karnataka
Women’s Talent
Connect 2026:
Empowering Women,
Enabling Careers
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Scan to
download
Govt. of Karnataka
Policies

Scan to join our
Startup Grid
WhatsApp
Group
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	KDEM
	The future of employment will be shaped by technology, and it is imperative that opportunities to acquire these skills are accessible beyond major urban centres. Through these AI labs, Tier-2 and Tier-3 regions will gain hands-on exposure to emerging technologies and participate in the digital economy.
	SHRI PRIYANK M KHARGE

	Karnataka is today the GCC capital of India, hosting more than a third of the country’s Global Capability Centres, with over 900 units operated by 500–600 companies.
	DR. N MANJULA, IAS
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	KDEM
	Karnataka’s digital economy is expected to exceed $400 billion by 2031-32. MSMEs have been integral to the growth of India’s IT industry because they are agile and capable of rapid innovation.
	MR B V NAIDU
	This is a great partnership to make the GCC ecosystem stronger across Karnataka which includes our emerging tech clusters – Mysuru, Mangaluru, Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi, Kalaburgi. Zyoin is our valued partner in progress and we will continue to work together to make Karnataka’s GCC story stronger on the global map addressing all the key stakeholders.
	MR SANJEEV KUMAR GUPTA
	CEO, KDEM
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	KDEM
	Enabling Startup Growth in Kalaburagi
	Engaged with 20+ startups in Kalaburagi to understand their challenges and growth needs, while providing access to Karnataka’s startup incentives, funding support, and ecosystem resources. The discussions focused on unlocking government policies, bridging market and funding gaps, and connecting startups with innovation support and growth enablers, reinforcing KDEM’s commitment to strengthening the regional startup ecosystem.

	Founder-First Workshop in Bidar: Access, Policy, and Connections
	Organized a policy awareness workshop at Guru Nanak Dev Engineering College, Bidar to support IT, BT, and Agritech founders. The session provided clarity on government incentives, startup funding, relevant policies, and facilitated meaningful connections with enablers, institutions, and fellow founders, strengthening Karnataka’s startup ecosystem.
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	KDEM
	KAN Cohort 2 Master Session: Financial Modeling & Capital Strategy
	Organised an online master session with focusing on financial modeling, capital structuring, fundraising readiness, and sustainable growth for startups. The session provided founders with practical insights to strengthen financial planning and enhance capital strategy across Karnataka’s startup ecosystem.

	KAN Cohort–02 Residential Program: Immersive Learning for Founders
	Supported the KAN Cohort–02 Residential Program, a two-day immersive journey focused on practical learning, leadership, strategy, and startup growth. The program provided founders with collaborative sessions and workshops, strengthening Karnataka’s founder-first ecosystem.
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	Signed MoU with Zyoin Group to Strengthen GCC Ecosystem in Karnataka
	Signed a strategic MoU with Zyoin Group to support the growth and expansion of Global Capability Centres (GCCs) in Karnataka. The partnership combines Zyoin’s expertise in GCC advisory, talent intelligence, and employer branding with KDEM’s ecosystem engagement and industry collaboration initiatives, enabling companies to access market entry support, operational setup, and scale-up opportunities across emerging tech clusters.

	Webinar on Opportunities in the Agriculture Sector
	Participated as a strategic partner in the webinar which explored innovation, startup opportunities, and emerging trends in the agriculture sector, providing insights on sustainable agritech solutions and value chain transformation for Karnataka’s farming and entrepreneurial ecosystem.
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	Strengthening EV Localization in Hubballi–Dharwad–Belgaum Cluster
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	Engaging with VentureBiz Promotions: Exploring Karnataka’s Startup Ecosystem
	Hosted a delegation from VentureBiz Promotions Private Limited to provide insights into Karnataka’s dynamic startup environment. The interaction covered incubation, accelerator programs, government support, funding opportunities, and ecosystem collaborations, highlighting KDEM’s role in enabling startups through mentorship, investor access, market linkages, and the “Beyond Bengaluru” initiative to strengthen Tier-2 and Tier-3 startup ecosystems.

	Aligning Emerging Tech Hubs with Global Strategy: Interaction with DBS Bank
	Hosted a strategic discussion with Timothy Wong, Managing Director & Head of Group Research & Strategy at DBS Bank, focusing on aligning KDEM’s “Beyond Bengaluru” expansion with DBS’s regional macroeconomic outlooks. Key areas included the Coastal Karnataka Corridor, deep-tech de-risking through public-private partnerships, and collaborative macro intelligence to map cross-border venture capital corridors.
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	Showcasing Mysuru’s Electronics Manufacturing Excellence
	KAN Cohort 2 Immersion: Mentorship for Market-Ready Startups
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	Engage JL – June Edition: Selling Deep Tech to American Enterprises
	Supported JAIN Launchpad’s Engage JL – June Edition masterclass focused on helping deep-tech startups scale globally. The session covered structuring pilot projects to earn enterprise trust, delivering measurable business value, avoiding adoption pitfalls, and converting pilots into long-term customer relationships, equipping founders with practical strategies to build credibility in U.S. enterprise markets.

	Startup X-Factor Session 3: Connecting Founders with Investors and Ecosystem Leaders
	Hosted the third edition of Startup X-Factor, bringing together founders, investors, incubators, accelerators, and ecosystem leaders in a curated virtual session. The session focused on access to government grants, startup support programs, mentorship from experienced founders and industry experts, and opportunities for incubation, acceleration, and strategic partnerships, fostering Karnataka’s high-quality startup ecosystem.
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	North Karnataka Incubators Consortium: Building a Unified Innovation Ecosystem
	Hosted the North Karnataka Incubators Consortium at KLE Technological University, Hubballi, bringing together TBIs, CoEs, universities, and ecosystem partners. Discussions focused on collaboration, technology commercialization, and strategic partnerships, with key outcomes including participation in Techceleration 2026, launching the first North Karnataka Incubators & CoEs Magazine, and strengthening linkages across academia, startups, and industry.

	North Karnataka Women’s Talent Connect 2026: Empowering Women, Enabling Careers
	Organized the North Karnataka Women’s Talent Connect 2026 at JSS College, Dharwad, bringing together 25+ leading companies including Magic Bus India Foundation, City Union Bank, TP, BBETTER, [24]7.ai, Sagility, TCS, Bosch, and Lenskart. The event provided curated hiring, pre-screened candidates, and career and returnship opportunities.
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